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Abstract
This research investigates the major causes for the rapid urbanization of Nittambuwa town
which is in the northwest periphery of the Colombo Megalopolis. Urbanization has become a
major development trend in the developing countries. In Sri Lanka also, with the
development of the Colombo Megalopolis, so many emerging towns showed an accelerating
urbanization process during the past two decades, 2000-2020. This research uses a mixedmethod and urban geographic approaches. The study area has been defined for 50 meters
buffer zone of Colombo–Kandy highway in the Nittambuwa town area. 30 shops and 50
dwellers have been selected for primary data collection under a simple random sampling
method. Observations and the other surveying techniques were used to collect the primary
data while other data were gained from secondary data sources such as Urban Development
Authority, Road Development Authority and National Physical Planning Department of Sri
Lanka. This study reveals that the Nittambuwa town acts as the main interchanging center
within the area. The number of commuters who pass the town has significantly been
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increased and transportation services have also been increased during the last two decades.
Connecting road development projects of the surrounding area of the town has affected the
increase of the mobility of the crowd into the town. Construction of large-scale textile shops
and supermarkets also have become major development trends within the town area. It is
better to construct a place for recreational activities for the refreshment of the people and
proper parking yards for private vehicles. It is clear that the infrastructure development of the
town area has affected for acerating the urbanization in the Nittambuwa Town.
Keywords: Rapid urbanization, Interchanging center, Development trend, Colombo
Megalopolis
Introduction
Urbanization can be defined as a key dynamic process that has affected the rapid changes of
the human landscape of the modern century. The social and the physical revolution processes
which occurred after the Second World War and the industrial revolution, lead urbanization
to occupy a dynamic place in today’s world. So, urbanization is a major process within the
widely spread social changes of the world. Although the world’s demographic and structural
physical changes are clearly indicated by the urbanization, it is not a process that has been
developed equally everywhere within the world.
Electricity, transportation, communication, health facilities, development in the education
sector, broadening of the industrial sector and trade has accelerated the urbanization process.
The two main causes of urbanization which are mostly referred in literatures are the
continued rural-urban migration, and the rate of natural increase. Despite these two factors,
reclassification of urban councils in 1987 in Sri Lanka affected to decrease the urban
population of the country, because the town councils have been re classified into rural areas
in this amendment also being a dominant.
This allows the nation’s least prepared to meet the inevitable strains of urban growth to
understand their upcoming major urban challenges. Although the ‘pull factors’ of cities,
allure of better employment, education, health care, culture, and disproportionate contribution
to the national economies, have been increasing, the urban population of Sri Lanka is still
18% of total population (Department of Census and Statistics 2012). The key factors of the
slow growth of urban population in Sri Lanka are rural mindset of the population,
environmental pollution, high cost of living in cities, government subsidies for rural
populations, infrastructure development in rural periphery, subsidized public transportation
(Sakalasooriya, 2021).
This kind of informal urban growth has given rise to several challenges or problems such as
human and environmental poverty, environmental degradation, and population demands that
outstrip service capacity, like commercialization of sex, increase rate of crimes, the build-up
squatter settlements and shanty sites, high cost of housing, pollution, spread of diseases,
inadequate solid waste disposal and poor sanitation (Bodo, 2019).
Housing and associated infrastructure facilities (water, electricity, etc.) are similarly
inadequate, such that millions are now living in substandard and subhuman environments,
plagued by slum, squalor, and similarly inadequate social amenities, schools, health, and
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recreational facilities (Bodo, 2015). The city challenges that have led to breakdown the
family cohesiveness and community spirit can further increase the levels of juvenile
delinquency and crime (Burra, 2005).
As a developing country, Urbanization which is as same as the mirror of the socio-economic
development of a country, occupies a remarkable place in Sri Lankan social development as
well. Although it shows a slow development in peripheral areas in relation to the core, Sri
Lankan urbanization pattern demonstrates a rapid development from the beginning of the 21st
century due to various development processes and the demographic and social changes
happening since the end of the past decade.
Although it has identified that the growth of many urbanized areas in Sri Lanka, the urban
growth does not reflects clearly with the reported data due to the administrative classification
errors of urban areas. However, with the aim of minimizing the core peripheral inequalities in
Sri Lanka, implementation of regional development projects and programs have made these
peripheral areas as well to generate rapid urbanization view within the areas at present.
Likewise, being located within the peripheral area of the Gampaha district and operating as
the main intersecting center of the Colombo-Kandy and the Katunayake-Attanagalla main
roads, Nittambuwa town acts as an effective service center within the area. With the impact
of many internal and external factors, Nittambuwa town demonstrates a rapid growth process
during the past two decades.
This rapid urban development of the town has supported the high level of living of both urban
dwellers and people who daily travel to the town and it has accelerated the commercial profit
increase within the town area. This article studies about the background causes that have
affected the rapid urbanization of the Nittambuwa town both internally and externally and has
analyzed how the rapid urbanization has affected to the progression of the commercial status
of the area furthermore.
Methodology
Main aim of this study is to identify the background causes that have affected the rapid
urbanization of the Nittambuwa town both internally and externally and secondarily how the
rapid urbanization has affected to the progression of the commercial status of the area,
defining a 50 meters buffer zone of Colombo –Kandy highway in the Nittambuwa town area.
30 shops and 50 dwellers were selected for primary data collection under a simple random
sampling method. Hence, observations and other surveying techniques were used to collect
data while other data were gained from secondary data sources such as Urban Development
Authority, Road Development Authority and National Physical Planning Department of Sri
Lanka. MS Excel, GIS, and Remote Sensing techniques were used to analyze the data while
charts, maps, and tables were used to present the data.
Results
The location of the Nittambuwa town has mainly supported for the rapid urbanization of the
town being the main intersecting center of the Colombo-Kandy and the KatunayakeAttanagalla main roads. So, it’s a need to allocate a sufficient transport service for the
commuters who pass through the Nittambuwa town. Hence there are plenty of public
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transport services, both public and private bus services allocated respectively by the Ceylon
Transport Board and the Road Passenger Transport Authority. These bus services process
towards the main directions, that is towards Colombo, Kandy, Katunayake and Attanagalla.
There is a severe increment of the transport services acting as a pull factor for the
acceleration of the number of commuters towards the town and their daily mobility during the
past two decades. Among these people about 40% use only the public transportation services
to travel to the town and about 30% use both public and other transportation services. Thus, it
depicts that more than 60% of the people use public transportation service to travel to the
town (Figure 01).
Figure 01; Modes of transportation used by commuters to travel the to the town
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Source: Field survey data, 2019
Another factor is that, within the past two decades both the prices of urban lands in the town
area and the land use change within the town area rapidly increased. By 2001, 42% of the
land were buildup lands which were used for commercial purposes, housings, services, and
industrial purposes. 38% and 16% of the land were occupied by the coconut plantations and
paddy fields respectively (Figure 02).
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Figure 02; Land Use Pattern of Nittambuwa Town Area - 2001

Source: Field survey data, 2019
But a significant change is shown in this land use pattern by 2014. i.e., the buildup land
which were at 42% by 2001 has increased up to 45% and the coconut plantations have been
reduced up to 22% and the paddy lands have been increased up to 28%. Furthermore, at
present, about after two decades, these land use pattern has dramatically changed and
diversified. Rather than coconut and paddy lands, so many other plantations can be seen
today. Also, there is a rapid decrease in coconut and paddy plantations when compared to
2014. i.e., coconut plantations and paddy fields were decreased up to 13% and 17%
respectively and the buildup lands have been increased up to 64% showing a 22% increment
compared to 2001 (Figure 03).
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Figure 03; Land Use Pattern of Nittambuwa Town Area - 2018

Source: Field survey data, 2019
Figure 04; Variation of the values of land in Nittambuwa town area 2008 – 2018
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Higher usage of land for housing and commercial purposes has caused rapid land use pattern
changes which head towards rapid increment of the land prices within the town area. Within a
decade, price of the lands of the central town area has increased by thrice of its value (Figure
04). Fragmentation of land for housing purposes day by day and the increase of the values of
the lands by the auctioneers have caused this rapid increase of the land price.
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Also, considering the Nittambuwa town as a service center of three major principles of
Central Place Theory, marketing principle (k=3), transport principle (k=4) and administrative
principle (k=7) shows a higher bond between both upper and lower category cities and towns
around the area. People from the other third and fourth category towns travel to Nittambuwa
town for their marketing, transport and administrative facilities and people from Nittambuwa
also travel to nearby secondary and first level category towns for their facilities. This depicts
that the Nittambuwa town has the capacity to encounter with both the upper and lower
category of towns and cities within the area.
Furthermore, large scale textile shops and supermarkets located in the area play a significant
role in the rapid urbanization process of the Nittambuwa town. Branches of large-scale
customer service institutions in Colombo and branches of popular textile shops in Sri Lanka
are located in Nittambuwa so as to meet the customer needs of the area and they highly
support for the urbanization process as well. On the other hand, all these large scale shops
including Cargills Food City, Singer, Abans, Softlogic showrooms and textile shops like
Thilakawardhane, Osaka, Yellya are located along the Colombo–Kandy highway and the
Attanagalla–Katunayake road and as a result of that, a high population and commercial
concentrations are functioning along these main roads. Location of these large-scale shops
supports indirectly for the development of small-scale shops and business institutions since
these small institutions also try to re-build their shops and to diversify their resources to
attract the customers.
During the past two decades the reduced land cover of the baron lands and coconut
plantations are now being used for commercial purposes and for government institutions.
Also, during the past two decades increased amount of commercial, market and other services
have supported the people more effectively with the services. When calculating the trend of
the business institutions, it depicts a positive trend in the past two decades.
Figure 05 Increment of Registered Business Institutions in Nittambuwa town area 2000-2018
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Furthermore, the location of the businesses and other service stations in the town area will
increase in 2020 and 2025 reaching nearly 1000 institutions and shops in 2025. Rather than
the factors occurring internally within the town, there are so many external factors that are
influential for the rapid urbanization of the Nittambuwa town. The expansion and the
reconstruction projects of the Colombo- Kandy highway and the other roads in the town area
and urban planning, corridor concept and developing the centers of State Physical Planning
which are being done under the government policies have supported externally for the
rapidity of the urbanization in the area. Under the Urban Development Plan of Nittambuwa
Town, there are many infrastructure development programs. Constructing a new bus stand,
building of the weekly fair, public ground and the pavilion, supermarket, recreational park,
and public toilets fall under already completed development programs and there are many
other projects and programs to be completed in the future. These infrastructure programs
which are conducted under the government authorities and institutions have a high impact on
the rapid urban Development of the Nittambuwa town. And being located within the eastwest corridor of Sri Lanka, Nittambuwa occupies a significant place in the urban
development as a Nittambuwa- Gampaha Development Center.
So, it is clear that all these factors show that Nittambuwa town has affected both internally
and externally by various causes for its rapid urbanization during the past two decades in
urbanization process. And it has accelerated the country’s urbanization process as a
peripheral town located far in the Colombo Metropolitan Area.
Conclusion
When analyzing the factors which have affected the rapid urbanization of the area it is clear
that both the internal and external factors have supported similarly for the rapidity of the
urbanization of the area.
Table 01; Background Causes for the Rapid Urbanization of the Nittambuwa Town
Internal Factors
External Factors
Expansion and reconstruction projects of the
Development of the transport sector and
Colombo- Kandy highway and other roads
human mobility
in the town area
Increment of the value of land and land use Policies of the government
patterns
 Urban planning,
Development as a service center
 Corridor concept and the
 Developing centers of state physical
Development of large-scale textile shops
planning
and business and commercial institutes
Also, it is predictable that Nittambuwa town will grow furthermore as an intersecting town,
based on Colombo–Kandy highway and the Katunayake–Attanagalla roads. Rapid increase of
the transportation facilities will tend to move the people more towards the town for textiles
and other secondary requirements in the future. Due to rapid population growth and
population density in the town area, the agricultural lands will shrink furthermore in the
future and the buildup areas will increase with the vertical perspective of development as
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there is a lesser amount of space. Also, the business institutions, shops and other commercial
institutions will also reach about 1000 in 2025. Presently, Nittambuwa is considered as a
tertiary level town and it is predictable that this will be upgraded to a secondary level town
due to rapid infrastructure development programs and the urbanization processes. However,
finally, it’s clear that all these rapid urbanization processes will pave the path for many
emerging issues in Nittambuwa town area in near the future. Severe traffic jam within the
central town, improper waste management, unavailability of parking facilities, increase of
accidents and many other issues have already become problematic within the Nittambuwa
town area. Through implementing proper waste management strategies and with proper urban
planning system all these issues can be solved.
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